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WILD POPULATIONS CONTINUE TO DECREASE IN 
NUMBERS

ENDANGERED







Blood Work
Tuberculosis (3 ‐)

Hepatitis B 
Herpes virus 
Yellow Fever
Salmonella
Shigella

Campilobacter
Yersinia

Endoparasites
Ectoparasites

HEALTH CONTROLS

From their arrival until
release the animals

undergo strict sanitary
controls

Such tests are essential
before allowing contact
with wild animals and 
other centre residents





Field Records





BEHAVIOUR

These results show that recently released animals do 
not have a fixed range but travel widely to investigate

the area

48.8 ‐ 56 %



DIET
Wild monkeys have been known
to feed on more than 100 species

of plant from 36 families. 
At the present time we have

identified 40 species

These plant species are identified
and fruits collected to feed future
release groups in an attempt to 
change their captive diets to one
more reflective of life in the wild



Home range

RANGE

A group of 20‐40 individual 
spider monkeys can use a 
range of 150‐200 hectares. 
Our release group has used
20‐70 hectares thus far



USE OF THE FOREST

5‐12 m

12‐25 m

+ 25 mWild spider monkeys prefer to 
use trees with a height

greater than 20m

Data from our 2nd and 3rd 
release group show that our
monkeys quickly adopt the

same preferences



MODELLING

Initial Numbers(N1, N2, N3)
Mortality Rate (d1, d2, d3)
Birth Rates(b1)
Initial Reintroduction Rate(I1, I2, I3)
Rate of Category Change(t12, t23)
Hunting Rate(c1, c2, c3)
Forest Sustainability (how many
individuals can survive in the area)
Reproductive Characteristics

This graph represents population growth
over 100 years

The red line represents total population and the
remainders age breakdown

Considering:



If the birth rates are high enough
then the populations will be able to 
maintain themselves regardless

If the population grows and 
maintains a high number of 

individuals it will be able to resist
events such as cold weather spells

and epidemics



Released animals can develop
and evolve behaviour very
similar if not identical to wild 
monkeys unaffected by human 

impact

Each individual monkey and group react differently
to being released

The released
populations could

become extinct if not
added to regularly until
population numbers

become high enough to 
be self‐maintaining

The re‐introduction of the Peruvian Spider Monkey (Ateles 
chamek) into an area once part of their territory is a viable option

and can be achieved successfully!



THANKS TO…..

COLABORATORS
PERMITS



THE HISTORY OF EVERY INDIVIDUAL 
MONKEY IS AMAZING…WITH YOUR HELP 
WE CAN CONTINUE TO WORK ON THE 

CONSERVATION OF THIS SPECIES AND ITS 
HABITAT
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• JUNE‐AUGUST 2014
– VETERINARY EVALUATION
– BEHAVIOURAL STUDIES

• JULY 2014
– SELECTION OF RELEASE SITE

• AUGUST 2014
– CAMP CONSTRUCTION

• SEPTEMBER/OCOTBER2014
– RELEASE

• OCTOBER …..
– MONITORING POST RELEASE

4TH GROUP



…WE HAVE 17 SPIDER MONKEYS AT 
THE CENTRE CURRENTLY AWAITING 
RELEASE OVER THE COMING YEARS…


